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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of the Claims 

1 . This action is in response to the RCE filed on July 25, 2005. Claims 1 , 3-4, 6-7 and 
28 are pending. Claims 1 and 28 are amended. Claims 2, 5 and 8-27 are canceled. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed June 29, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The applicant argues that Yeates (U. S. Patent 5,644,782) fails to teach "first 
data of the data base is recorded in read only region of the optical disc prior to a first 
access of the server by the user computer and the modified/updated data transmitted by 
the server is recorded in a recordable region of the optical disc". Examiner respectfully 
disagrees because "read-only memory device" in Yeates' teaching corresponds to the 
"read only region" and "read-write auxiliary memory device" corresponds to the 
"recordable region", and the read-write auxiliary memory device stores the data 
reflecting updates to the data stored on the read-only memory device (column 4 lines 5- 
7 and Fig. 2). 

The arguments for claims 3-4, 7 and 28 are based on the arguments discussed 
above; thus, they are reversed on the same basis. 

In response to applicant's argument that neither Yeates nor Kullick teaches 
recording a new date and time of last update of the disc in the recordable region as 
claimed in claim 6, Examiner respectfully disagrees. Kullick teaches recording the date 
and time of the last update, which would correspond to this limitation (see claim 6 
below). 



Application/Control Number: 09/882,177 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3621 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 and 4 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) in line 14 of claim 1 , the phrase "data base" should be -database-; 

b) in line 5 of claim 4, the phrase "recordable disc" should be -recordable region 
of the disc-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1, 3 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In line 14 of claim 1 recites "first data of data base". It is not clear what "first 
data" refers to. Does it refer to the date and time of a last update or something else? 
How is this "first data" related to "the modified/updated data"? 

Claim 3 is rejected for incorporating the error of its respective base claim 1 by 
dependency. 

Claim 28 recites the phrases "maintaining update data for the data base 
corresponding a second date and time on a server", and "transmitting the update data 
and the second date and time...". It is not clear what the "update data"? How is the 
"update data" related to the "first date and time" and the "second date and time"? 



Application/Control Number: 09/882,177 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3621 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1, 4, 6 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yeates et al., U. S. Patent 5,644,782 in view of Kullick et al., U. S. Patent 
5,751,997. 

As to claim 1 , Yeates teaches a database updating apparatus comprising 
(abstract): 

a) a computer network (Fig. 1); 

b) a server which provides database-related information through the computer 
network (column 2 lines 5-30 and Fig. 1 ); 

c) a user computer which accesses the server through the computer network 
and retrieves the database-related information, wherein (column 2 lines 5-30 and 
Fig. 1): the user computer comprises an optical disc recording/reproducing 
apparatus which records data in or reproduces data from an optical disc (column 
2 line 31 - column 3 line 10 and Figs. 1-2); 

d) first data of the data base is recorded in read only region of the optical disc 
prior to a first access of the server by the user computer and the 
modified/updated data transmitted by the server is recorded in a recordable 
region of the optical disc (column 2 line 31 - column 4 line 28 and Figs. 2-4; 
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specifically, "read only region" corresponds to Read-Only Memory Device 274, 
and "recordable region" corresponds to "Read-Write Auxiliary Memory device 
276 in Yeates' teaching). 

Yeates does not specifically teach that the optical disc comprising a database 
and a date and time of a last update of the database are recorded, and which is 
programmed to transmit the date and time of the last update to the server and to record 
modified/updated data, which is transmitted from the server, on the optical disc; and the 
server is programmed to determine if modification/update of the database recorded on 
the optical disc is needed based on the transmitted date and time, and to transmit the 
modified/updated data to the optical disc recording/reproducing apparatus. However, 
Kullick teaches a computer device comprising an optical disc, the optical disc 
comprising a database, the computer device transmitting the date and time of the last 
update information of the database regarding the optical disc to the server (is 
interpreted as the primary and second storage device in Kullick's teaching) and to 
record modified/updated data, which is transmitted from the server on the optical disc; 
and the server is programmed to determine if the modification/update of the database 
recorded on the optical disc is needed based on the transmitted date and time, and to 
transmit the modified/updated data to the optical disc recording/reproducing apparatus 
(column 5 lines 3-61 and column 7 line 9 - column 8 line 38 and Figs. 1-4C). Kullick 
does not specifically teach the date and time of the last update information of the 
database are recorded on the optical disc . It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to allow the date and time of the last update information of the 
database to be recorded on the optical disc because this would transmit all the 
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necessary information from the optical disc (i.e. database, date and time of the last 
update) to the server at once; thus reducing the complexity of multiple transactions. 
Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to allow the optical disc in Yeates' teaching to include a database 
and a date and time of a last update of the database are recorded, and which is 
programmed to transmit the date and time of the last update to the server and to record 
modified/updated data, which is transmitted from the server, on the optical disc; and the 
server is programmed to determine if modification/update of the database recorded on 
the optical disc is needed based on the transmitted date and time, and to transmit the 
modified/updated data to the optical disc recording/reproducing apparatus as taught by 
the modified teaching of Kullick for efficiently updating and centralizing information 
between an optical disc and a server. 

As to claim 4, Yeates teaches a method of updating a database comprising: 
permitting a user computer usable with an optical disc, on which a vendor database is 
recorded in a read only region of the optical disc, to access a server of the database 
v vendor through a computer network, recording modified/updated data in a recordable 
region of the optical disc if modification/update is needed; and recording the 
modified/updated data on the optical disc (column 2 line 5 - column 3 line 10 and Figs. 
1-2). Yeates does not specifically teach receiving a date and time of a last update of 
the database recorded in a recordable regions of the optical disc from the user 
computer and determining whether modification/update of the database is needed 
based on the received date and time . However, Kullick teaches a user computer 
comprising an optical disc, the optical disc comprising a database, receiving from the 
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user computer a date and time of the last update information of the database regarding 
the recordable disc and determine whether modification/update of the database is 
needed based on the received date and time (column 5 lines 3-61 and column 7 line 9 - 
column 8 line 38 and Figs. 1-4C). Kullick does not specifically teach the date and time 
of the last update information of the database are recorded on the optical disc . It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to allow the date and time of the last 
update information of the database to be recorded on the optical disc because this 
would transmit all the necessary information from the optical disc (i.e. database, date 
and time of the last update) to a server at once; thus reducing the complexity of multiple 
transactions. Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 

r 

at the time the invention was made to allow Yeates' teaching to include the feature of 
receiving a date and time of a last update of the database recorded on the disc from the 
user computer and determining whether modification/update of the database is needed 
as taught by the modified teaching of Kullick for efficiently and securely updating and 
centralizing information between an optical disc and a server. 

As to claim 6, Yeates does not specifically teach recording a new date and time 
of the last update on the disc of the recordable region. However, Kullick teaches 
recording the date and time of the last update (Figs. 3a-3b). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to allow the 
date and time of the last update to be recorded in the recordable region so that the 
updating information can be better verified and audited. 

As to claim 28, Yeates teaches a method of distributing and maintaining a 
database, the method comprising (abstract): 
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(a) distributing an optical disc having a read-only region in which a data base 
corresponds to a first data in recorded and a recordable region in which the first 
data is recorded (column 2 line 31 - column 3 line 36 and Fig. 2); 

(b) operating the optical disc in a user computer having an optical disc 
reproducing/recording apparatus (column 2 lines 5-30 and Fig. 1); 

(c) maintaining updating data for the data base corresponding to a second data 
on the server (column 2 line 31 - column 3 line 36 and column 3 line 38 - column 
4 line 28 and Fig. 2, 4); 

(d) accessing the server and transmitting the first data to the server (column 2 
line 31 - column 4 line 28 and Figs. 2-4); 

(e) transmitting the update data and the second data to the user computer 
(column 2 line 31 - column 4 line 28 and Figs. 2-4); 

(f) storing the update data in the recordable region of the optical disc (column 2 
line 31 - column 4 line 28 and Figs. 2-4); 

(g) updating the first data stored in the recordable region to the second data 
(column 2 line 31 - column 4 line 28 and Figs. 2-4). 

Yeates does not specifically teach first data is a first date and time, and the 
second data is a second date and time, and transmitting the second data to the user 
computer if the second date and time is later than the first date and time. However, 
these matters are taught by Kullick as receiving a from the user computer a date and 
time of the last update information of the database installed in the user computer, and 
determines whether an update is need based on the date and the time of the last 
update received from the user computer and the date and time of updated stored in the 
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database server (column 5 lines 3-61 and column 7 line 9 - column 8 line 38 and Figs. 
1-4C). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to allow Yeates' teaching to include the feature of as taught by 
Kullick for efficiently and securely updating and centralizing information between a user 
computer and a server. 

8. Claims 3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yeates et al. f U. S. Patent 5,644,782 in view of Kullick et al., U. S. Patent 5,751 ,997 in 
further view of Alloul et al., U. S. Patent 6,032,130. 

As to claims 3 and 7, Yeates modified by Kullick teaches the server transmitting 
information, which is received from the user computer, to the user computer and the 
optical disc recording apparatus records the information on the optical disc as discussed 
in claims 1 and 4 above. Yeates modified by Kullick does not specifically teach the 
information is a purchase order. However, Alloul teaches electronic transactions involve 
purchase orders (abstract). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to allow the information in the teaching of Yeates 
modified by Kullick to be a purchase order for expanding the usage environment of the 
database updating apparatus; thus attracting more clients to use the apparatus. 

Inquire 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary Cheung whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
6705. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 10:00 AM to 
7:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell, can be reached on (571) 272-6712. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceedings 
is assigned are as follows: 

(571 ) 273-8300 (Official Communications; including After Final 

Communications labeled "BOX AF") 

(571)273-6705 (Draft Communications) 



Mary Cheung 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 
October 13, 2005 




